
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Sex, Slavery, & Hope 

 
“The Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; He has sent me to 

bind up the brokenhearted,to proclaim liberty to the captives.” Isaiah 61:1 
 

 
 

Sex Trafficking.  This indescribably horrific industry has a strong hold in Thailand.  While exact 

numbers aren’t known, tens of thousands of children are enslaved in the Thai sex industry.  The vast 

majority of these children are girls from northern Thailand where the communities are largely poor 

and uneducated.  The facts are sobering, but our God loves these girls and even in darkness hope 

shines. 



  

Maria Nelma, an ABTS student, is the co-founder of Elpis School in Maesot, Northern 

Thailand.  Elpis takes its name from the Greek word for hope, and Maria’s school provides hope 

by providing a free education for over 400 children who were either previously trafficked or 

are at a high risk of being enslaved.  Elpis School also provides these children with lunch on school 

days, and houses many young girls at Faith Haus, their mission home.  Maria teaches these children 

about God’s love and care for them through Jesus Christ.  The day to day activities are not easy for 

Maria and the other missionaries running the school, but they daily show the love and compassion of 

Jesus Christ to these young girls. 

  

In Maria's words: "In the mission field, I lacked the educational background to train children spiritually; 

neither did I have the capability to handle children's ministry.  When asked about theological 

questions I groped for answers, asked other people, or researched answers.  My studies at ABTS 

helped me develop confidence in handling ministry.  Systematic Theology opened my eyes on 

the theology of God, and I also learned how to make teaching materials from the 

course.  Hermeneutics made me more logical.  The lessons on Ephesians and Romans made me 

grow spiritually.  Curriculum and Teaching enable me to make curriculums to aid my teachings.  I 

have become confident in teaching and handling theological questions.  That is where ABTS really 

empowered me." 

  

ABTS exists to empower workers in Asia, just like Maria.  Our ABTS students are having a huge 

impact throughout Asia, and you can be part of the ministry of equipping these ministry leaders so 

they are empowered to do ministry and God’s Kingdom is expanded.  Will you consider parterning 

with us financially and be part of bringing hope to the people of Asia? 

 

Received Passports 

     
This month we applied for and received passports for our three oldest kiddos!  Our entire family now 

has updated passports, so the six of us are set for international travel.  We're getting closer to 

Thailand each day! 

  



Special Christmas Gifts 

During the month of December we’re seeking 

some special Christmas gifts towards our Outfit 

& Passage costs.  These one-time costs consist 

of our plane tickets, passport and customs fees, 

purchasing a car, and our initial home setup in 

Bangkok, Thailand.  We currently have 17% of 

our O & P raised and we need to raise an 

additional $49,920 to cover these one-time 

costs.  As the year ends, would you consider 

giving a special Christmas gift to help cover 

these costs?  All gifts are tax deductible. 

 

 

 

Financial Update 

Praise the Lord this month we were 
blessed with 6 new individual financial 
partners!  We are so blessed to have 
individuals partnering with us at many 
different levels!  These generous gifts 
and pledges mean that we're now at 
70% of our needed monthly support!  

  
 
Our next major goal is to reach 85% 
of our needed monthly support by 
April 10 in order to qualify for our final 
required training seminar.  Would you 
consider partnering with us in this 
goal? 

 

 
 

Click Here to 

Partner with Us 

Financially 

  

Click Here to  

Give a Special  

Christmas Gift   

http://www.vrugginks.com/giving.html
http://www.vrugginks.com/outfit-and-passage-gift.html
http://www.vrugginks.com/outfit-and-passage-gift.html
http://www.vrugginks.com/outfit-and-passage-gift.html


Praises and Prayer Requests 

 

Thank you so much for praising God with us and praying for our needs.  Please email us with any 

prayer requests you have so that we can be praying for you as well! 

  

1)  Please pray for us to meet our financial goal of reaching 85% of our needed monthly support by 

April 10, 2017. This will put us on track to have a likely leave date for Thailand in the summer of 2017! 

 

2)  Praise God our entire family has passports, so we're set for international travel! 

 

3)  Praise God for blessing us with 6 new individual financial partners this month and a significant 

increase in our O & P account!  Please pray for God to continue to work in the hearts of churches and 

individuals to partner with our ministry in prayer and financially! 

 

Thank you so much for all of your love and support! 

 


